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N my XXXVIth Paper, I. pub- 
lithed fome Remarks on an excel- 
lent Old Ballad, called Wittr1am, 
and Marcaret. # was charm’d 


Pr UOC catrcen & 





of its mafculine Simplicity: and, 
=aka} really, took it to be, what it ap- 
' pear a, The Work of fome Old 
t, long fince dead; but Ihave been agreeably un- 
wivd: Fhe Author of it. is alive, and a North- 
Liton; I. congtatulate his Country, on the Promife 
this rifing Genius: For the Gentleman, it feems, 
very youog,,and received his Education in the Uni- 
ity of Edin rt aes Srey ec ah 
Among many fine Qualities, which adorh ‘him, he 
f unconfeisus of his own Merit, or poffefles it with 
finceke.a Modefty, that he declines being publickly 
md: But, as he has oblig’d me with a Letter, con- 
ining the. fort Hiftory of an unhappy Accident, 
ich gave. Occafion to his Balad, it will be an 
reeable Entertainment if I publifh it, as the Author 





. 


® . . 


$7R, | p : nme 
you R Plain Dealer, of Faly the 24th, was 
* fent to me by aFriend. I muft own, after 
[had read it over, (wis both furprizd and pleas’d 
to find, thac a fimple Taleof my Writing, had me- 
titted the Notice, and Approbation, of the Author 
ofthe Plait Dealers Yael 
‘ After what you have faid, of W1LLtam and Mar- 
carer, I flatter myfelf, that you will not be dif 
‘d with an Account of the Accident which gave 
irth tothar Ballad. 3 od 
‘Your Conjeéture, that it.was founded on the 
ul Hiftory of an unhappy Woman, is true.—— 
Avain, young, Gentleman, had, for fome’ Time, 
ofefled Love to a Lady, then in the Spring of 
be Life, and Beauty. fle drefs'd well, rabk’d loud, 
and fpoke Nonfente, with. Spirit: She hed good 
‘Underftanding. but was too young to know the 
World. Ihave feen her, very often.. There was a 
lively Innocence in her Look. She had never been 
addrefs’d to by a Man of Senfe: And, therefore, 
Bknew not, how defpicable, and unfincere, a Fool 
ix, In time, he perfudded her, that there was Merit 
| bude Paffion: ———~ She believ'd him, and was 
é ? 


“She was tipon the Point of bringing into. the 
World the Effect of her ill-plac’d Love, before her 
Father knew the Misfortune. Judge the Sentiments 
-of the good Old Man / yet his Affeétion outweighed 
his Anger. He could not think of abandoning t'+ 
Child, to Want, and Infamy. He applied himéelf 
ho her falfe Lover, with an Offer of HiaJf his For- 
tune ; But the Temper of the Betrayer was favag’d, 
with cruel Infolence. He rejeéted the Father's Of- 
, fers, and reproach’d the Innocence he had ruin‘d, 
_ With the Bitternefs of open Scorn. The News was 
“B brought her, when in a weak Condition, and caft 
neinto.a Fever. And, in a few Days after, I faw 
. her, and ber Child, laid in one Grave, together. 


[Price Fwo-Perce. } 


with the Strength, and Beauties, 


ETT: AE 





‘Ic wasfome Time after this, that 


: t anc’d ) 
* Jook into a Comedy of Fletcher’ | ie 
pa ey: 


* of the burning 
‘ where old A4erry-Thonght repeats thefe Vertes ; 


When, it was grown to dark Midnight; 
dod al wee fal afer yas ; 

In came Margaret's grimly Ghoff, 
And fi | at Wi iam's Feet, 


* Which, I fancy, wad the Begini ing of fome Bal- 
‘ lad, commonly «known, at the Tice, when this 
‘ Author wrote-———Thefe Li naked of Orna- 
j ment, and fimple, as they are, {truck my Fancy ; 
F-clos'd the Book; and bethought myfelf, that t 

‘ unhappy Adventure, I have mentioned above, 
‘ which then came frefh into my Mind, might nate- 
* yally raife a Tale, wpon the Appearance .of .thi 

‘ Ghoft.———~It was, then, Midnight. ‘Alb owe 


* me, was ftill, and quiet. Thefe concurring -Cirs - 


* eumftances work’d my Soul to a powerful Melan- 
* Shely.f could not fleep. And; at that Time, f 
‘ finifh’d my little Poem; fuch as you fee it heres 
* if it continues ftill to deferve your Approbation; 
‘ Thavemy Aim; And am, — . RTS 


. S 1 R, 
Zour moft obliged, | 
and moft humble Servgnt, 


&c: 


It dots, moft juftly, continue to deferve, aiid will; 
for ever, deferve, not only Approbation, but the 
Applaufe, of all true Judges of Wit, and Nature. 
Fhe Author's Copy, which he inclos'd to me, is dif- 
ferent in feveral nlaces, trom that which fell into my 
Hands; but the Senfe of both, is exaétly the fame ; 
and the Variation, in fome Expretlions, not confide; 
rable enough to make it neeeflary to re-publifh that 
excellent Ballad. 


Having this Occafion to {peak of Sttland, 1 jadge 
it the propereft Place to infert my Acknowledgmen 
of a Letter from Bdipait, fign’d Fergas Bruce. j 
take this Name to be hétitious ; bur, whoever the 
Writer is, 1am _pleasd with his proposed Corre(pon- 
dence, which will open a New Scene of Inteiligencé 
to the Expedtation of my Readers; as they may fee 
by the tollowing Extraét of rhe Letter irfelf, which 
is writ, with the Politenefs of a Gentleman, and in 
the Stile of 4 Man of Learning. 


| Edi«bargh the 16th of July; 1724. 
F: IR, | fay; 07 4 
¢ T HE firlt Plain Dealer, that came to my Hand; 
* was that, wherein you reprefent, in true 
* Colours, the Character, and Conduét, of the pre- 
* fent Emperor of Rafa, with Regard to his Son, 
* Prince Alexes.——- My Fancy was charm’d, and 
‘ my judgment intirely fatished; with the Account 
: t golf 
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: Yivee i$ you ge Our Coffee-Houfes take in your Papers, 
2S * and I obferve, with Pleafure, the Welcome which 
Soy” * our politeft People receive them with. Not the 


Philofopber, by a Member of this Grote/que Club, wh. 
was in his Fourteenth Year cnly, when he con 
pos'd, in Blank Verfe, a Poem, now in my Hands. 
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‘* Men alone, of all Ran but the Ladies alfo, 
* make ‘em their Entertainments The’ general 
* Converfation of both Sexes turns, on the Matter 
* you afford. , ' 
* I cannot 
you know your Influence. It muft be a Pleafure 
to your generous Soul, to be confcious of the Ex- 
tent, and Power, of its Beneficence: And I fhould 
be wanti 
me Weekly Delight, and Inftruétion, if I con- 
ceal'd from him, what might, any way, contri- 
bute to his Satisfaction. 


, upon the Matter whi 
the Beaux, and Belles, of this City, furnifh, 
* fora Plain Dealer. Something happens here every 
* Day, not unworthy Publick Notice. And there 
* are a Thoufand Things, that fall; naturally, under 
* your Cognizance, that neither the King, the Par- 
* liament, Pulpit, or the Bench, have any thing 
* to do with. Perhaps, too, it would be of Ufe to 
© our Gentty, at Edinburgh, to know, you have a 
* Spy, here, upon their Condué. © Pray tell them fo, 
* and depend on the moft watchful Fidelity of, 


S1R, , 
Your fincere Friend, : 
and moft humble Servant, 
FERGUS BRUCE. 


‘E cannot forbear confeffing, that I fhall expect, 
with'a very fenfible Pleafare, the Event of this Nor- 
thern Corréfpondence: For I have retain'd, from my 
Intancy, a kind of affectionate Partiality, for the 

Bravery, and gallane Plainriefs, of our Bro- 
re beyond Zweed When I travell’d, in my 
Youth, f fearce ever faw: a Court, even. in the re- 
moteft Parts of the civilizd World, where fome 
Gentleman, or other, a Scot, by Birth, or Defceng; 
was not, one, of its nobleft Ornaments: And, now, 
fince the A4ufes, and the Graces, have, very vifibly,: 
from the Beginning cf the prefent Century, fix'd, 
and feated themfclves, in their learned Seminaries, 
their rifing Youth, of both Sexes, feem to vie, with 
one. another, in a warm, and generous, Emulation, 
which fhall moft adorn their own, or feonelt match 
the E e, of other, even the politeft, Nations. 

Not the Gentlemen alone, but the very Ladies, of 
Edinburgh; form themfelves into fele&, and volun- 
tary, Societies; for the Improvement of their Know- 
ledees inftead of the Entertainment of their Fancy< 
And go on, at the fame Time, to refine their Con- 
verfation, inrich their Underftanding, and polifh, 
and amiable, théir Perfonal Deportment.: — . 
I fhall, in the Courfe’ of my Obfervations, take 
Occafion to demonftrate the Truth of this Remark, 
by a Variety of Particulars; which, while they are 
cing uftice to’ the North, will contribute, in*no 
fm pgree, to the Pleafure of the Sowth Part of 
this Kingdom. At prefent, I fhall produce but Two 
Inftances: And the Firlt is, A Society of Foting Gen- 
slemen, moft, if not all of them, Students in the 
Univertity of Edinburgh, who, from a Sympathy of 
Affeétions, founded on a Similitude of Parts, and 
Genins, have united themfelves into a Body, under 
Title of THe Groresque Crus; the Reafon of 
which Name, I.hall explain in a future Paper. Their 
Bufinefs, to exprefs ic in the Words of one of their 
own Members, is, 4 Friendbip, that knows na Strife, 
bat that of a te Emulation, to excel, in Virtue, 
Learning, and Politene/s. 

To how furprizing a Degree rhefe fine Spirits have 
fucceeded, in their noble End, let the following Seh- 
timents declare; conceivd, and exprefs'd, with all 
the Clearnefs, Depth, and Strength, of an experienc d 


and-then, my Re 





help writing to you, that I thay let “this was a Subject, naturally above the Ga 


in my Duty to the Man,:who gives — 


« I will prefume, ft you pleafe, to fend.you, BOW. 


‘Hiftory, Rules, and Conftiturians, A have,the Pleaforgy 


and founded on a Suppofition of the Author's fitting, 
a whole Summer Night, in a Garden, looking yp 
ward, and quite loGing himfelt, in Contemplation o, 
the Works, and’ Wonders, of Almighty Power,——— 1 
it 
very a Boy, to what a Degree does it Increate ; ; 
Wonder, when we find it treated, in this Mafterly 
Manner! oy 
t 4 | » oi 
Now, I furveyd my native Faculties: 

| And tracd my Attions to their teeming Source. 
Now, I explor’d the univerfal Frame ; 

/Gaz'd Nature through and, with interior Light, 
Convers'd with Angels, and _unbodyd Saints, 
That tread the Courts of the Eternal King! 
Gladly, I would declare, in lofty Strains, 

The Power of Godhead, to the Sons of Men. 
But Thought is loft, in its Immenfity! 
Imagination waftes its Strength in vain: 

And Fancy tires; and turns within itfelf, 
Struck, with th’ amazing Depths of Deity-! 
—— Ah! my lov'd God! iu vain, a tender Youth, 
Unskill'd, in Arts of deep Philofophy, 

Attempts to fearch the bulky Mas of Matter : 
Zo trate the Rules of Motion: and purfue 

The Phantom Time, too fubtle, for his Grafp! 
Yet may 1; frem'thy moft apparent Works, 
Form fome Idea of their wond rons Author ; 
And celebrate thy Praife, with rapt’rous Mind. 


Ew can I gaze upon.jon fparkling Vault, 

And view the Planets, -rélling in their Spheres, 

Yet be an Atheift ! Can I fee thofe Stags; 

And think of others, far beyond my Ken, 

Yet want Convitlion of creating Power ? 

What, but a Being, of immenfe Perfettion; 

Con'd,. through unbounded Spaces, thus, difpofe 
- Such num rous Bodies, All, prefumptive Worlds? 
- The undefigning Hand of giddy Chance, 

Could never fill, with Globes, fo vaft'! fo bright! 


That lofty Concave! —— 
Where [hall 1 trace the Sources of the Light 2 

What Seats affign to th’ Element of Bire, 
That; anconfin'd, thrangh all'the Sytems, breaks! 
Here, cod Llie, in Contemplation wrapt, . 
And pals, with Pleafure; an eternal Age! 
But; tis too much, for my weak. Mind to know: 

_ Teach me, with humble Rev'rence, toadore 
The Myfteries, I mult not comprehend! 


Let this prodigious Young Jan; bear the Blame, 
my hot having left myfelt Room in this Paper, © 
pay that Refpeét,. which. I intended, to THe Fi 
InrELLEcTUALIS: A Club of Ladies, at Edinburg 
whovfet a’Pattern to Female Excelence :. And who 
to fee, ‘before me, with the conventual Addrels ° 
Miftrefs. Speaker; to the lovely Sisterhood; and | 
admifjory Speech, of one of the Ladies: as fet ford 
by the able Pen ‘of. Mistre/s Secretary.——1 ® 
fay more, on a future:Oceafion, of the Honour co” 
to the whole Sex; by.the dangerous Ambition of the 
Ladies: And of the Political Neceflicy, which, | 
conceive, there will foon be, of putting a Stop to ¢ 
Progrefs ot fuch.unlimitted. Improvement of a 
er, already too exorbitant! 


i 
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